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Special
General
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4 April 2003

7.30pm

Norfolk
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to discuss
detailed
plans for

integration

Big Changes Ahead
Norfolk are at the threshold of the biggest change in recre-Norfolk are at the threshold of the biggest change in recre-Norfolk are at the threshold of the biggest change in recre-Norfolk are at the threshold of the biggest change in recre-Norfolk are at the threshold of the biggest change in recre-
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Since then, there have
been a number of further
discussions with representa-
tives of the Norfolk Cricket
Board (NCB); the Norfolk
Cricket Alliance (NCA); the
West Norfolk Cricket League
(WNCL) and the NCL.

There was wide agree-
ment in terms of the changes
to the structure of the feeder
leagues from 2004 and the
incorporation of Norfolk
Conference (NC) teams.

The Special GM in early
April (see panel - right) will
ask the NCL to approve the
following structure for league
cricket in Norfolk. With the
changes being made after
2003:
! The NCA would be

supported by 2 feeder
leagues, based on an
East/West geographical
split

! WNCL would comprise
5 divs, NCL 10 divs

! Champions of each
feeder would be offered
promotion (provided
facilities criteria were
met) and would be
replaced by bottom 2
teams from NCA Div 3.

! In the event of
Champions not meeting
criteria, or electing not
to progress, the
promotion would be
offered to second-placed
teams

! Incorporation of NC
teams would be by
integration, from top to
bottom of the
appropriate feeder
league, using a
straightforward
mechanical method,
allocating 2 teams to
each feeder league (see
over)

! WNCL and NCL would
continue to play Win/
Lose over 45 overs per
innings.

Current & Forecast
Strengths of Norfolk
Leagues
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sponsored by
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Visit the Official
NCL website -

www.ncleague.co.uk

Please make sure
that your Team/
Club attends this
meeting which
will change the
structure of the
League.



Integration
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These 3 should be Thetford and
the Swaffham teams. Thetford will
play in Div 1 of NCL in 2003 after
being relegated and would prefer
to be based in the West. In re-
sponse to the NCB Questionnaire,
Swaffham indicated that they
would be prepared to move under
certain circumstances.
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2003 DATES

Mechanics
The proposed ‘mechanical’ integration is outlined below.
1 Carry out promotion and relegation within each of the feeder

leagues (NC, NCL and WNL)
2 Starting from top position in Div 1, number the teams in the order

they have finished. For WNL 1-40; for NCL numbered from 1 to 80
(bottom in Div 8)

3 The 29 teams in the NC, ‘allocated’ West or East, depending on
location, and are numbered NC(W)1 to NC(W)7 and NC(E)1 to
NC(E)22

4 The champions of each of the feeder leagues (NC(W)1 or NC(W)1,
WNL1 and NCL1) are promoted to NA Div 3. The bottom 3 teams
are relegated. Assume that NCA38 goes to WNL and NCA39-40 go
to NCL.

5 Within the NCL, top 2 NC(E) teams to Div 1; then next 2 to Div 2
and so on to Div 9; NC(E) 20-22 join Div 10

6 Fill up remaining places in NCL in order (see table below).

Assumptions
Please note that this can only be a
guide at this stage, because it
makes a number of assumptions:
• that the bottom 3 in the NCA

will be split 1 to West and 2 to
East

• that neither Thetford or
Swaffham finish top of NCL
Div 1, and that both Swaffham
teams and Thetford will move
to WNCL

• that an NCA team is NOT
relegated from the East
Anglian Premier

• that there are no withdrawals
from WNCL, NC or NCL

Any variance from these assump-
tions may have an impact on the
forecast structure … but it is a
starting point.

Implementation
The NCB intend that all participat-
ing leagues will approve these
arrangements before play starts in
the 2003 season, so that everyone
knows what will be at stake. At the
end of the 2003 season, the NCB,
NCA, WNL and NCL will meet to
finalise the moves, when the
finishing positions are known.

The new structure will come
into effect at the start of the 2004
season, when normal promotion
and relegation will be restored,
including accelerated promotion
from Divs 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.

FIXTURES 2003
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Knockout Cup Draw
Round 1 (11 May 2003)Round 1 (11 May 2003)Round 1 (11 May 2003)Round 1 (11 May 2003)Round 1 (11 May 2003)
Overstrand v
Winterton
Great Melton v
Old Catton
Saham Toney v
Gressenhall
Aylsham St Giles v
Rackheath
Ketteringham Hall v
Shipdham
Yarmouthians v
Watton
Ashmanhaugh v
Kirkley Sports
Lowestoft Railway v
Rollesby

FINAL CHANCE
please pass

Team  contact details
to NCL Secretary on

 01379 674427
for this year’s

Handbook


